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Beyond Boundaries: 2013

~ bridge-building, citizen diplomacy, earth stewardship ~
~ on-the-ground education and training for a new world, a new era, a new generation ~ 
With the leadership of founder Gigi Coyle, and our growing intergenerational team, we continue to listen for new expressions of Beyond Boundaries (BB). Together we are a kind of response team for our times, responding to invitations and calls for support from a growing global community of people and places committed to a regenerative future. These are opportunities to build alliances beyond boundaries, beyond culture, beyond our personal and organizational borders…alliances that foster intergenerational, cross-cultural collaboration in care for people, place and planet. 
As Beyond Boundarians, we offer our time and energy to these people and places, in service and support of both longtime stewards and modern day pioneers. In this way, we water the best seeds we find and the “watering holes” that attract those committed to change. We offer our gifts, our experience and best practices—council, quest, rites of passage, and bearing witness—when asked to do so, when we feel deeply they will serve a place, person or situation. We continue as students ourselves ready to learn from each community and situation we meet. In 2012 we responded to calls from Tamera (Portugal), Findhorn (Scotland), International Peace Initiatives (Kenya) and Grandmother Margaret Behan of the International Council of 13 Indigenous Grandmothers (Montana). Each of these collaborations has borne fruit and the work continues into 2013. 
We are writing to share our dream, our story and our proposal with you; to share new invitations and to ask for your support to see the work of Beyond Boundaries continue to flourish through 2013.
Beyond Boundaries Updates, Progress & Emerging Projects, 2012 & 2013
Council House Initiatives

Three Creeks
From the early days praying in a New Mexico kiva, to bringing earth buildings to The Ojai Foundation, to just finishing building a prayer hut in Kenya,  the dream and work of building council houses while building the practice of council and community continues to grow stronger. Roving steward and elder, and newest and now “oldest” BB member, Marlow Hotchkiss (bio below) came to Three Creeks with a design and joined with Win and Gigi to begin yet again this age-old journey. After several years, through the hands and hearts of many volunteers, the Heron House, our first earth-bag council hut was birthed. See the slide show here: http-//vimeo.com/4446923#487EB1.

Kenya: Daktari Karambu
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Then came a call for a similar project in Kenya from Dr. Karambu. In November, 2012 an intergenerational BB team—Gigi, Win, Marlow, Sam and Siri—traveled to International Peace Initiatives (IPI), a community-based peace project and children’s home in Meru, Kenya. Founder and director, Dr. Karambu Ringera, met Marlow during a Nature of Council course the previous year at the Findhorn Foundation in Scotland, and BB supported Marlow to scout this as a possible BB project. In the Nature of Council, Karambu found an experience she felt would deeply serve her community and her vision of a pan-African peace academy. She was equally excited by the prospect of building an earthen Council Hut and so invited BB to bring both council training for her staff and a course in earth-bag construction. Now, after seeding council and a global prayer connecting peace huts worldwide, Marlow, Sam and Siri have just completed what we started...training a local team and surrounding youth in the way of council and leaving behind a beautiful round natural “peace hut” to be used for prayer, contemplation and council.  (A detailed project description and full report are available.)
Montana: Grandmother Margaret
In 2012, Grandmother Margaret Behan (GM) of the Council of 13 Indigenous Grandmothers asked Gigi to come and help facilitate the 13 Grandmothers Council Gathering on the Cheyenne Reservation. Although Gigi was unable to attend, Siri Gunnarson was able to go and turned out, in Grandmother Margaret’s words, to be a “tremendous support.” (A detailed report is available upon request.)
Building on this experience and relationship, Beyond Boundaries is now listening for ways to further support GM’s work. One possibility is to work in collaboration with her and some of the Cheyenne people to co-create a council house on the reservation. Before the winter, a small BB team will do a scouting trip to explore the feasibility of this more deeply. There are practical building questions as well as a need to know whether this would be BB’s best offering—to the people and to the land. The needs are great on a reservation and we want most to see now what is wanted, what truly serves and to listen to the part we might play. It is not for us to arrive with a predetermined decision. And, we will carry the dream, if not there, of supporting the building of at least one council hut with first nation peoples in the future. 

(Funding is already secured for these next steps through the Scheerer Family Foundation.)
Community Support, Education and Development 
In 2009, a yearlong Beyond Boundaries pilgrimage began—an intergenerational group of eight living into the questions of our times and bearing witness to the good work being done, travelling together in service to centers of regenerative culture around the world. Many projects have since been possible and the work continues into 2013.  (A detailed story/report is available upon request.)
Tamera (Portugal)
In 2012, Shay and Siri returned to the visionary international community, Tamera, as friends, supporters, colleagues and collaborators, in response to an invitation to join the Global Love School and take part in the 2nd Annual International Water Symposium. (A detailed report is available upon request.) Sam DeBoskey also spent two and a half months at Tamera as part of a personal pilgrimage this fall. Over many years, the field of collaboration has strengthened through exchanges and conversations, councils and reports, and the course for 2013 is now becoming clear. 
· Global Love School: Council, Youth & Rites of Passage
With the beginning of the Global Love School in Tamera, Spring 2012, founder Sabine Lichtenfels, hoped to “see a regular meeting arise from this,” an ongoing global community dedicated to the study of embodied knowledge and wisdom of a global culture of peace, rooted in healthy, whole relations between men and women, lovers, partners and community bodies. So we are connected to and part of a  “love” school—words not often seen in grants and proposals and yet we know love is at the center of every quest for healing and peace. Beyond Boundaries has been asked for a three-year commitment, to create a through-line for the research and to support this growing global community. We have said yes to this request and will send a delegation to the Global Love School each year, including Shay and Siri as the onsite through-line. Gigi has been invited to be a collaborative partner and to lead some parts of the Global Love School and to work with the youth of Tamera, focusing on rites of passage. The BB team is interested in offering council to support participants coming from the international community and possibly a council to support the core leaders of Tamera focused on intergenerational collaboration and the process of transferring and sharing power between founders and next generation leaders. Additionally, one of Tamera’s young leaders will be coming to the US for a Young Leaders Quest, summer 2013.

· Solar Village 
BB has been invited to participate in a month (or more) of an experiment in which Tamera’s next generation leaders will live together in their solar village to implement in a concentrated way their learned best practices—ecological, social, political and otherwise. Tamera feels it is essential that core cooperation partners be invited in to participate in this project. This spring, as part of the movement towards this vision, in addition to the Global Love School, BB is invited to participate in an intensive time of Political Theory focused on the movement toward Global Healing, May 20-29, and The 3rd International Water Symposium, June 7-9. Shay and Siri will be the first BB delegation. Other Beyond Boundarians, including Will Scott are also exploring ways to participate.

Findhorn Foundation (Scotland)
Over the past five years, Marlow and Gigi have catalyzed the growth of a European network of council trainers and carriers with representatives from seven countries. After attending the Gathering of Council Leaders in Europe this past November, the Beyond Boundaries team of Siri, Gigi, Win and Marlow travelled to the Findhorn Foundation in Scotland, one of the oldest and most well-known spiritual communities. At Findhorn, we were invited to offer a series of councils for the extended community with a focus on intergenerational collaboration and relations between men and women. Marlow and Gigi, supported by both the BB team and the local Findhorn council team, offered training to many people who came throughout the ten days of programming. At the end of our stay, there was a ceremonial council/solo time in nature offered as part of a prayer for Findhorn’s 50th anniversary. We continue to stay in touch with the members of the Foundation, supporting long distance the continuation of council, and Gigi serves as a Foundation Fellow.  (A detailed report is available upon request.) 
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Three Creeks (Big Pine, California)
In September 2012, leaders were invited to the Equinox Council Gathering at Three Creeks to share vision and build collaboration for the planetary work ahead. Internationals Vera Kleinhammes, Benjamin von Mendelssohn and Kate Bunney from Tamera, plus Biosphere Foundation leaders Gaie Alling and Laser Van Thillo, participated, along with more than 50 BB friends, associates and sponsors. We continue to offer Three Creeks as a watering hole for special retreats and events, educational projects and work exchange; a place and time for resourcing, collaborating and deep listening. 
Shay, Siri and Sam have committed to spending significant time at Three Creeks in 2013; the pool of rotating intergenerational land stewards is growing! In addition, this year two council mentees will be coming along with a Buddhist Chaplain in training and a French filmmaker documenting community life at Auroville, to name but a few. We also offer a discount/scholarship fee on council courses, quests and rites-of-passage trainings whenever possible to those connected through this global community. In support of cross-pollination between “watering holes,” visits can also be arranged at The Ojai Foundation and other communities, organizations and with individuals associated and interconnected with BB.
A New Site being Searched for: Education Beyond Boundaries (Marin County, California)

BB Pilgrim Will Scott began working as a facilitator of the Regenerative Design and Nature Awareness Program in Bolinas, CA, after his return from the BB Pilgrimage three years ago. Now he and his co-facilitators, Dave and Lauren Hage, are taking an exciting next step, bringing the work they love out into the world more broadly. The three are launching their own educational center with programming that will place emphasis on strengthening community resiliency, cultural competency and deepening relationships with self, others and nature–themes dear to the mission and vision of BB. The “flagship” program is a nine-month immersion in a community learning model where first, second and third year participants overlap to create a dynamic, layered culture of mentoring and connection. Will, Dave and Lauren, along with the BB team have chosen to call the first year of the immersion “Beyond Boundaries” because the name and essence of BB so beautifully capture the transformative journey that participants in this program are destined to take. They intend to carry forward a mission similar to and connected to those of the communities visited on the Beyond Boundaries Pilgrimage and to serve as an educational arm within BB’s unfolding future. Additionally, they are entering a conversation over the next year with BB about ways in which this relational model of education might be part of a “domestic watering hole.” 
Walking Water, Education – Owens Valley, Los Angeles & Global Community
Water moves freely beyond boundaries and has been an important through-line for the dreaming and work of BB since inception. From Gigi’s early days of fasting in the desert and awakening to the importance of an international focus on water, to the daily task of tending the waterways at Three Creeks, she and other Beyond Boundarians, have been listening for their role in healing our relations with water and how this contributes to co-existence. This focus also brought Siri and Shay to Tamera in April 2012 to attend and support the 2nd Annual International Water Symposium. There, 30 experts and 200 participants gathered to better understand decentralized and natural solutions to the world water crisis.

(A detailed report is available.)
The World Water Situation is demanding ever more attention, and we are called to take action. Beyond Boundaries has been asked to join a collaborative project/pilgrimage focused on the regional watershed between the Owens Valley and Los Angeles. Kate Bunney, long-time Tamera resident responsible for organizing GRACE pilgrimages, has conceived this vision, and it is gaining steady momentum. She has asked Shay to co-steward the vision with her and a network of collaborators is forming. 

Gigi, Marlow, Win, Andy and Kate Lipkis had sometime ago begun conversations about bringing leaders from LA to the Valley, engaging them in council as part of more deeply understanding and successfully addressing the connection and importance of collaborative actions for the waters. In 2011, Andy came for a silent fast in the desert, inspiring him and opening further awareness of the interdependent nature of us all, so deeply revealed in this bioregion. More are realizing this bioregion as a worthy staging ground for perhaps one of the largest “beyond boundaries” issues of our times. Initial project partners now include Beyond Boundaries, The WILD Foundation, Earthways and Andy Lipkis (TreePeople).
The intention is to convene and catalyze regional and global partners towards healing the regional watershed, both the environmental and human systems. The project will include a walk along the waterways between the Owens Valley and Los Angeles, with the local, regional and global community addressing the system of relationships and dependencies on water. This walk is envisioned as a visible action that we believe can have global impact through relations with the global community, through the BB network and the networks of all who become involved. There is much afoot as we approach the 100-year anniversary of the construction of the aqueduct first completed in 1913. How do we best awaken awareness, conservation, new solutions and new relationships not only with the water we share but through that focus, with each other? This project is in its beginning stages and an initial feasibility study will be completed by April 2013. (A more detailed project description is available.) 
Beyond Boundaries Website 
Beyond Boundaries is not an organization, but an organizing principle. As acknowledged, we are primarily a response team that answers calls for support and collaboration. And as the invitations increase and different teams go to work, there is an increasing interest to make the work, dreaming and best practices of Beyond Boundaries more visible, more easily understood and available to others, to those who might benefit from what we can offer…including all of the “detailed reports now available.”  To support this, we will build a simple web platform showing best practices, a place where current and past projects can be listed, as well as photos, stories, reports, links to good works and collaborative partners, team bios and more.
In the next year, we will come together and look at what organizational needs we have for the future.
Budget

With gratitude for the many people who have supported Beyond Boundaries’ projects… thank you to all those that have gifted to make this good work possible and to all of the support yet to come. From the conception of BB, the joy of service and the ‘give-away’ have been part of the core motivation for all participants. We do this work primarily as volunteers and look to raise funds to cover our basic expenses and the needed administration that supports the work to continue.
We cannot build these bridges without your support. This growing global community needs all of us, and we are grateful to have you part of the circle. Whether your contribution is financial, personal or hands-on, we thank you for being a part of this dream.
Projected Expenses, 2013

Travel: $8,500
· Tamera (Portugal), Global Love School, Council and Youth Rites of Passage, $6,000 ($1,500 each for team of four)
· Water Owens/LA: International and local travel for team of two: $2,500 
Site Visits: $5,800
· Tamera, $3,300: Global Love School, Council and Youth Rites of Passage (Course fees by donation: $1,500; costs for accommodation and food at 15€ (roughly $20) per day per person is $1,200 (team of 4 for 15 days); *Tamera has offered to cover half of this cost leaving a total of $600. Biosphere 3 (30 days, team of two), $1,200 accommodation and food.
· Water Owens/LA, $2,500: Food, accommodations, etc. for two for three months 
Website: $2,500 
· Funds needed to hire a web designer and support time to design and co-create the site.
Work/Participation: In-Kind
All core participants are volunteers and donate their time. In a few cases, stipends are provided for highly skilled labor and projects requiring extensive preparations or other management. We are offering such to a web designer and to Marlow Hotchkiss for his future work on council huts given his expertise and need for covering costs for family and extended time away. 
Contingency: $500

Total: Travel $8,500 + Site Visits $5,800 + Website $2,500 Contingency + $500 = $17,300
Administrative fees @ 6%: $1,038
Grand Total: $18,338
Funds raised to date: $7,000                                    *Remaining funds needed 2013: $11,338
A detailed budget is available upon request
Donations 
Beyond Boundaries is a project of the Biosphere Foundation, a nonprofit 501(c)3 (www.biospherefoundation.org). Gifts are tax deductable; an official thank you letter from Biosphere Foundation will be sent for tax records. If you wish to contribute money to a specific participant or project, include the name in a note. You may also wire transfer funds into the account. Contact Sierra Silverstone: ssilverstone1@gmail.com. All checks should be made out  to The Biosphere Foundation with Beyond Boundaries in the memo and sent to c/o Cynthia Lazaroff, PO Box 201 Pacific Palisades CA 90272. 
The Team
Part of the unique nature of this work is the intergenerational focus—youngers, middlers and elders working together. In this way, we pass on the best of what we have learned, while being open to and building with the inspiration, beauty and power of multiple generations. We feel the bridge we are building between ages, cultures and genders is part of the essential healing that is needed for all of our relations and contributes to the co-creation of the global community we long for. 
We are open to adding others to the team… In autumn 2012, we officially welcomed long-time collaborator and elder Marlow Hotchkiss, to Beyond Boundaries. Currently, we are exploring relationship with Kate Bunney, long-time Tamera resident and community leader, and Sally (Sierra) Silverstone, who helped hold basecamp for the Beyond Boundaries pilgrimage and the Biosphere Foundation for many years. Sierra is currently setting off on a sabbatical of research and agricultural fieldwork, and we know she will carry the spirit and some of the best practices of BB with her. 
And if you are wondering, we have not lost connection with the other two of the original eight pilgrims. They are planting many seeds in Maine on the East Coast, continuing to live and work in the spirit of BB, hosting council gatherings at their permaculture farm on Lovers Lane and developing this wooded site as a “watering hole” in the spirit of Three Creeks. Aaron Frederick is creating spaces, networks and events in Maine, supporting council and quest to take root there through work with Dialogos (www.dialogos.com) and The Treehouse Institute (www.thetreehouseinstitute.com). Emilia Dahlin is teaching, mentoring, and inciting art and peace work that shapes communities—locally and globally—through collaboration and organization of BB musical connections through the Transcendence Project (www.thetranscendenceproject.org). And then there are BB associates, like Christine Jurzykowski who has also returned to Tamera and offered her support in a variety of ways; and without Leslie Roberts’ artistic magic touch, let’s just say the Heron Hut would not be the Heron Hut! So many others to name and work with in the future...
Bios for the 2013 BB Team, to date 
Sam Burris DeBoskey (23) is an aspiring agrarian, council carrier, rites-of-passage guide in training, and community enthusiast. He is dedicated to exploring the different ways people relate to each other and the environment, in pursuit of possible solutions for the challenges we face as a species. Working and living at Pine Cliff Ranch in Colorado for the third season as an apprentice, he continues to focus on holistic land stewardship, sustainable water relations, co-operation with animals and food activism. Sam is passionate about writing poetry, researching alternative modes of living, and asking what it means to be a person on this planet at this time.
Gigi Coyle (63) is a Council trainer, wilderness rites-of-passage guide, community consultant and facilitator. She is co-author of The Box; Remembering the Gift and The Way of Council. Gigi helped create, direct and oversee The Ojai Foundation, an educational retreat sanctuary for youth and adults where she still teaches and serves as an advisor today. She co-founded their Center for Council Training, now renamed The Center for Council Practice, where she serves as the international point. With a master’s degree in international relations, she has worked extensively in the area of citizen diplomacy and women’s empowerment, traveling to 37 countries in the past 40 years. Her interests and skills include numerous healing modalities, permaculture and interspecies communication. She has co-founded four social profit organizations and served on the board or as an advisor to many others.
Marlow Hotchkiss (73) is a poet, council trainer, avid naturalist and wilderness guide with over 40 years of circle work with young people and adults in classrooms and in nature. He has taught high school and university level courses, in addition to serving for two decades on The Ojai Foundation (TOF) board of directors. He was, with Gigi Coyle and Jack Zimmerman, a founding member of TOF’s Leadership Council, and continues today as a senior teacher, and member of the Elders Council. Together with other TOF elders, Marlow offers programs in Europe and Africa and is assisting with the launch of the European Council Network. A co-founder of Mobile School, an alternative high school in San Francisco, and of Living Systems, a community-building and organizational training outfit, he has worked extensively with rites of passage for young people and adults. He is a father, grandfather and (as he cheerfully admits) a sort of “small b’’ Buddhist for as many years as he can remember.
Sharon Shay Sloan (34) is a community steward, council trainer, writer, editor, project manager and rites of passage guide. She is the editor of Protecting Wild Nature on Native Lands and, for the past thirteen years, has worked internationally, including with Bioneers, the World Wilderness Congress and Beyond Boundaries. Her profound love of the wild and wilderness has been a driving force for her activist and personal work. Currently, she is the project manager for the Native Wild Lands & Seas Program for the WILD Foundation, a council trainer affiliated with Center for Council Practice of The Ojai Foundation, a wilderness rites of passage guide with Wilderness Reflections and a part-time steward in the Owens Valley. 
Siri Gunnarson (32) is a global pilgrim, youth leader and guide, soon-to-be council trainer and student of community. Interested in both new and ancient forms of education and learning, she has worked with LEAPNOW: Transforming Education and the Global Campus, a cross-cultural experiential education for peaceful and regenerative living. Listening for where to be and how to serve, she continues in a variety of roles to support many places and projects around the world including Three Creeks, Tamera, The Ojai Foundation and the School of Lost Borders.
Will Scott (33) is a teacher, naturalist, wilderness guide and student of the human-nature relationship. His focus is to help foster resiliency and connection with individuals and communities through wilderness experiences, rites of passage, culture repair and deep nature-connection mentoring. Currently, Will works as a lead facilitator with the Regenerative Design & Nature Awareness program in Bolinas, California, and as a wilderness rites of passage guide with the School of Lost Borders. He is also completing a master’s degree at Prescott College studying the essential components of an “education for our times.” 

Win Phelps (69) is a wilderness rites-of-passage guide and trainer, and a carrier of Council. He calls himself a namer, a finder, a witness and a mentor. He has been a Chinese Mandarin translator for Army Intelligence, an award-winning TV director in Hollywood, a biodynamic gardener, a single mom/dad and a thirty-year student of the Integral Yoga of Sri Aurobindo. The Tao, Nature, is his most profound teacher—along with the bhakti yoga practice of relationship to his beloved, Gigi Coyle. 
Kate Bunney (41), began working in charitable and social organizations in 1989. Her career has included being a service provider and training coordinator on domestic violence issues, a consultant for local authorities in services for adults with learning difficulties, including developing music programs in schools, and a policy and organizational consultant to NGOs. Originally from the UK, Kate moved her operations to Tamera peace research center in Portugal in 2000. For twelve years, she coordinated the Global Outreach office. She had a special emphasis on producing educational programs and events in conflict areas, including pilgrimages in Israel/Palestine, Colombia and Europe, and Fundraising.
Links to Partner Projects and Direct Funding Opportunities
· Tamera:http://www.tamera.org/index.html 
· Findhorn Foundation: http:/www.findhorn.org/ 

· IPI International Peace Initiatives, Kenya: http://www.ipeacei.org/ 
· http://www.grandmotherscouncil.org/13 Indigenous Grandmothers: 
· Transcendence Project:  www.thetranscendenceproj.org
· RDNA: www.regenerativedesign.org
· School of Lost Borders: schooloflostborders.org
· Center for Council Practice: http://www.ojaifoundation.org/page/center-council-practice-ccp
· Education Beyond Boundaries:  www.weavingearth.com.webloc
“We are all aware that the planet is facing crisis, and we see that one of the most important acts right now is to create ‘crucial connections’ to develop the consciousness and the knowledge that will enable us to find profound solutions for the inner and outer crisis of humanity. After being in continuous cooperation with BB for more than three years we see that deepening the cooperation, exchange and inquiry is an enriching and important process to bring our projects to their highest potential.”

~ Vera Kleinhammes & Benjamin von Mendelssohn, Tamera
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* We have received a $25,000 donation from the Scheerer Family Foundation, designated to cover further exploration of the Council House Initiative. If the building is undertaken, there will be additional costs/building materials needed in 2014. Full budget/proposal available upon request.






